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INTRODUCTION 

 

 A Judged Pleasure Ride (JPR) is as the 

name implies. It is meant to be fun or a 

pleasure with a little competition thrown in. It 

is a great way to get a horse ready for 

competitive trail rides, to spend a relaxing 

afternoon with some friends riding the trails, to 

relax a spoiled or sour show horse, for 

schooling young horses to get used to going in 

company, or for people who do not have the 

time or interest to condition their horses for 

CTRs. 

 The trail is shorter, usually 10 to 20 

miles, the pace is slower with no time 

constraints and the terrain is less strenuous.  

Judged pleasure rides awards 1
st
 to 6

th
 

place for trail horse, both junior and senior, and 

1
st
 to 6

th
 place in horsemanship, both junior and 

senior. Ride managers may also award prizes 

for any other category they see fit, such as 

Novice, Hard Luck or Turtle awards. 

The above two main categories 

eliminate the need for a veterinarian. One, or 

two, depending on the amount of entries, 

competent horse people could act as judges at a 

judged pleasure ride. Judges still have the 

power to pull any horse for any reason at any 

time while judging a judged pleasure ride. 

The riders may travel together, usually 

starting and finishing together, with larger 

groups getting strung out over the distance. The 

timekeeper starts riders out onto the trail spaced 

out rather than a shotgun start and keeps track 

of the compulsory 30-minute hold at the lunch 

stop for riders. There is time to enjoy the day, 

the trails and perhaps take a photo or two, as 

there are no time faults to worry about in 

judged pleasure rides. Management may set a 

preferred ride time, with no points deducted, 

such as a “Supper starts at 5:00, whether you’re 

back here or not!” announcement. 

Pulse and respiration is mandatory at 

the lunch stop of a judged pleasure ride as a 

safety feature for the horses. A horse’s P&Rs 

are taken at the ½ way 10 minutes after their 

arrival and if not within the parameters, taken 

again in another 10 minutes. If the horse’s 

P&Rs are not within the parameters after the 

second 10-minute P&R check, the horse is 

pulled. The pulse and respiration is not used in 

judging either Trail Horse or Horsemanship on 

judged pleasure rides. 

 

HORSEMANSHIP JUDGING GUIDELINES 

 

One of the objectives of ACTRA is the 

encouragement and promotion of good 

horsemanship with respect to long distance 

riding. 

ACTRA has a separate category on 

judged pleasure rides and some competitive 

trail rides for horsemanship. It is scored out of 

100 points and points are deducted for 

infractions. Judging is equal for junior and 

senior riders and placings are awarded to the 

top 6 in each division. 

It is not mandatory for ride management 

to offer horsemanship on CTRs or IDRs. If 

over 50% of CTRs or IDRs are not offering 

Horsemanship for a given year, there will not 

be year-end awards for horsemanship in CTRs 

or IDRs for that year.  

The following guidelines are presented 

to be used in conjunction with individual score 

sheets. Judges are asked to write as much as 

possible to help educate riders as to their errors. 

Marks are not to be deducted without 

accompanying reasons. Marks are to be 

deducted as riders are judged and scoring must 

be done immediately following judging each 

rider, with only the addition of scores to be 

done later. 

It must be remembered that distance 

riding is a different entity than the show ring, 

pony club, 4-H, eventing, dressage or rodeo, 

but good basic horsemanship is similar to all. 

The basic principal in judging horsemanship is 

that we are looking for the person who 

practices the fine art of trail horse care and 

riding. Long distance riding requires certain 

special riding techniques which may not be 

seen in other disciplines: such as, standing in 

the stirrups and leaning forward on steep 

climbs, using the mane as a hand hold. Other 

things long distance riders do that other riders 

may consider incorrect is to allow a horse to 

drink all they want as long as they are 
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continuing, to allow it to drink a bucket at the 

finish and be watered out in an hour or less, to 

allow mounts to trot on paved roads and to trot 

over footing that would not be considered by 

non-distance riders.   

The prime responsibility of a good 

horseperson is to bring their mount through the 

ride in the best possible condition and to aid the 

horse in obtaining the best possible pulse and 

respiration recoveries. They must see to it that 

their horse would be able to carry them mile 

after mile should the need arise. In order to 

assist the competitor in helping their horse as 

much as possible, management provides a 

vehicle so that the rider may send buckets, 

grooming equipment, feed, blankets, etc., to the 

lunch stop. Weather conditions may change 

drastically while one is on the trail, and the use 

of certain equipment is vital to the welfare of 

the horse at compulsory stops. 

The ACTRA score sheet has several 

categories to assist in judging the overall 

performance of the horseperson: a) grooming; 

b) in-hand presentation; c) tack & equipment; 

d) trail care; e) trail equitation; f) trail safety & 

courtesy; and g) stabling. 

Individual inspection starts before the 

ride starts, on the trail at accessible points and 

at the halfway break. At the trail end the final 

individual inspection will be 30 minutes after 

crossing the finish line 

 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 Judges should record a reason for all 

deductions. ACTRA score sheets are designed 

to have educational value for riders, and should 

be helpful to them in better managing their 

mounts. 

 Great emphasis must be placed on equal 

examination of all horses in every respect. If an 

individual animal cannot be examined in this 

manner, the judging methods should not be 

altered. Any area not possible to examine 

initially must be assumed to be in perfect 

condition at the pre-ride. If the area is not 

possible to examine at the post-ride exam, 

maximum deductions must be made for this 

category. If the animal allows post-ride 

examination of an area not examined initially, 

all deterioration will be scored against the 

animal, as it was presumed to have started 

clean. 

 

GROOMING                                     Score 10% 

 

 The horse should be well groomed. A 

clean horse, especially in the back and cinch 

area will be less susceptible to saddle galls. The 

hooves should be cleaned out and free of stones 

and dirt. The area around the eyes and nostrils 

should be free of dirt, dust and old sweat 

marks. Horses may be trimmed, have partial or 

full clips at the option of the rider. Excessive 

grooming is not a must at the holds, but it is a 

good idea to clean sweat from around the eyes 

and dust from the nostrils. If the weather is hot 

it will be an advantage to wash the sweat from 

between the legs and on the neck, chest, etc. 

Pestering the horse with excessive attention 

while it is tired is not recommended. A few 

minutes rest is recommended over too much 

grooming. For the final check, the horse should 

be as clean and fresh looking as at the morning 

check. Watch for signs of chilling, such as 

shivering or elevated pulse, due to incorrect 

application of water. Grooming is not to be 

judged at the half way stop on a competitive 

trail ride or introductory distance ride. 

 

IN-HAND PRESENTATION           Score 10% 

 

 At the beginning of the ride, the rider 

should be able to control the animal with ease. 

If special equipment is necessary to control the 

animal, then this should be in place at the time 

of the first presentation and on all subsequent 

presentations. No special consideration should 

be given to handlers of stallions, as stallions’ 

manners should be equal to that of mares or 

geldings. The rider should stand in a position as 

not to obstruct the view of the judge at any time 

while keeping the animal under control. A rider 

should have enough slack in the lead line to 

allow a horse complete head movement while 

walking or trotting in hand. A rider should 

follow instructions and present their horse in 

the manner requested by the judge. When the 
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horse is walked or trotted out, the horse should 

be moved in a straight line directly to and from 

the judge. The rider should remain by the side 

of the horse adjacent to its head and never in 

the path of sight of the judge and their horse. 

Riders should answer all the judge’s questions 

with short, precise answers. At the end of the 

preliminary examination, if a rider wishes, it is 

permissible to point out blemishes, scars or 

physical defects which they feel might be 

considered significant at some time later on in 

the ride. Judges may or may not choose to 

record the reported data; however, they should 

be exceptionally careful not to use this data in 

scoring against a horse if it was not recorded. 

At the compulsory stop, the rider should 

dismount upon arrival, raise the stirrups and 

attend to their horse as conditions permit. The 

rider should be ready to stand at the horse’s 

head for the courtesy 10-minute pulse and 

respiration check. For the final check of the 

competition, the rider should be ready when 

their horse is called. Depending on the weather, 

blankets should not be removed until they are 

ready for inspection. Judges will go over the 

horse as in the AM check and observe the 

horse’s trot out as in the AM. 

 

TRAIL EQUITATION                      Score 30% 

 

 When mounting and riding out, the rider 

should approach the starting area quietly, stop 

and check equipment while waiting for the 

rider ahead to mount. It is a good idea to do a 

quick last minute check of the bridle, saddle, 

cinch and other equipment to see that they are 

properly adjusted and secure. 

 When mounting, the rider should not 

throw the horse off balance by a poor mounting 

technique. Riders should try to keep their horse 

standing still until they are seated, with both 

feet in the stirrups. Judges should not 

discriminate for a cantle mount if it is done 

smoothly. Seniors, young children, or people 

with physical handicaps should be given 

special consideration in the areas of mounting 

and trot-out. Riders should leave camp as 

directed. 

 The rider should be supple and balanced 

at all times. They should convey the impression 

of complete control should any emergency 

arise. They should not be leaning to either side 

or sitting down hard on the horse’s loin. Their 

weight should be resting on the balls of the 

feet. Posting or standing in the stirrups at the 

trot is encouraged. 

 Judges should watch to see that there is 

contact between the rider’s legs and their horse. 

The legs are used to give imperceptible aids to 

the horse. There can be no aid if the legs are 

allowed to flop freely like the wings of a bird. 

 The rider should handle the reins lightly 

in a manner to have contact with the bit. The 

reins should not be so long as to prevent 

immediate control, nor so short as to cause the 

horse to toss its head and fight the bit. Light, 

gentle hands are the rule of a good horseperson. 

 

TACK & EQUIPMENT                    Score 10% 

 

 At the start of the ride, the horse should 

be equipped with a proper fitting saddle, bridle, 

and clean blankets and pads. A sponge, hoof 

pick, halter, lead rope, (halter can be carried 

under the bridle), and a pocketknife are 

recommended. 

 No points may be deducted from the 

horsemanship score sheet because a rider does 

not display the above equipment as these are 

not required but recommended. However, 

points may be deducted for ill fitting or dirty 

equipment. 

 In the tie area, a properly secured 

bucket and/or feed container for grain or pellets 

is recommended. A blanket is also 

recommended due to changes in the weather, 

but not required. 

 Judges shall not give extra credit for 

special equipment that is not considered to be 

normal trail equipment. Judges should be most 

concerned that the rider has clean, proper 

fitting equipment.  Any type of equipment will 

be acceptable as long as it will provide control 

of the horse at all times. However, riders will 

be penalized if equipment is considered unduly 

harsh or severe by the judges. Riders may 
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secure approval of equipment from judges 

before starting.  

ACTRA accepts all types of sole 

protection provided the attachment strap, 

keeper or gaiter does not extend above the 

pastern. The judge may request to observe the 

covered area at any time. Any devices for the 

protection of horses’ legs (interference boots, 

bandages, etc.) are permitted on Judged 

Pleasure Rides but the horse will not be judged 

for Trail Horse. Unshod horses may be entered, 

but may be disqualified at the discretion of the 

judge. 

   

TRAIL CARE                                   Score 20% 

 

 Each rider should take the opportunity 

at the lunch stop to check and readjust 

equipment and check hooves as needed. Judges 

are not to arbitrarily penalize those riders that 

they do not SEE checking equipment for they 

may well have accomplished this out of sight of 

the judge. Judges may inspect each horse as the 

rider is preparing to mount at the end of the 

lunch stop and note or penalize any 

discrepancies found. 

 On hot days, riders should seek shade at 

the lunch stop, if possible, or a breezy hilltop to 

aid in cooling the horse. On cold windy days, 

protection should be sought to prevent rapid 

cooling and chilling. For efficiency at lunch 

stops, it is sometimes necessary for all horses to 

wait in line for their re-check. Thought should 

be given as to the place for the lunch stop and 

weather conditions. In cold weather, it is best 

that the rider keep their horse moving to 

prevent chilling, muscle cramps, etc. 

 The saddle may or may not be loosened 

and adjusted to air the back. The back cinch, if 

loosened, should not hang to the point where a 

horse might kick into it if swatting flies.  

 If the bridle is removed from a horse at 

any time, adequate measures should be taken to 

maintain control of the horse. 

 A rider should look after their horse 

first, themselves last. 

 Feeding and watering depends on the 

condition of the horse. If it is very tired, it 

should not be fed any grain, but should be 

watered and left to rest. Feeding a small 

amount at noon is helpful if the horse is not 

excessively tired. Most lunch stops do not 

provide hay or grain, so grazing is accepted. 

Horses should be fed small amounts for most 

effective utilization of their food and to prevent 

digestive troubles. 

 A rider can have their horse held while 

they go to the washroom or get something to 

eat, without being penalized by the 

horsemanship judge. 

 Once riders have crossed the finish line, 

water should be available to the horse at all 

times after being properly cooled out. 

 Feeding should occur only after a horse 

has been properly cooled out and is ready to 

handle the food. Excessively tired horses 

should not be allowed to eat grain for two to 

four hours to prevent colic, which can follow 

too early feeding. 

 Riders should cool out horses according 

to the weather conditions at the time. If cool or 

windy, cooling and walking should be applied. 

If hot and sunny, the application of bathing, 

shade and rest with walking to prevent 

stiffness. 

 Hooves should be checked and cleaned, 

and tendons, legs and hooves cooled by cold 

water bathing. 

 

TRAIL SAFETY & COURTESY     Score 10% 

 

 Courtesy is a must. Respect for the 

rights of another rider is an essential part of 

horsemanship. Riders failing to display 

courtesy or sportsmanship do not live up to the 

ideals of a good competitive horseperson. 

 A rider should never purposely block a 

trail to a faster rider. If the trail is such that it is 

impossible to pass or allow someone to pass, 

the rider should look out for the nearest place 

where passing may be carried out safely. The 

rider following should indicate passing on the 

right or left, and not crowd the horse in front. 

 A rider, when being passed by a motor 

vehicle on the trail, should move to the inside 

against the rise of the hill or bank and not to the 

cliff side of the road. 
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 A rider should keep at least one horse’s 

length behind another except when overtaking 

to pass. 

 Riders may furnish their own containers 

and should not monopolize the only hose or 

water source. No rider should in any way 

contaminate a common water source that is 

being used to water the horses. 

 Riders must remain on the trail and not 

wander astray on private land. 

 Watch for courtesy and sportsmanship 

shown by a rider, as this is the kind of rider 

with whom we would all like to spend a day on 

the trail. 

 Riders should follow instructions, keep 

track of their time and be prompt in returning 

for checks or examinations. It is the rider’s 

responsibility to keep track of the time for 

rechecks and holds. It is the management’s 

responsibility to see to it that all riders are 

informed of the length of the holds and to 

inform the rider of the number of minutes to 

recheck time. 

 

STABLING                                       Score 10% 

 The first consideration of the rider 

should be for the comfort of their horse. Every 

move they make should be directed to this end. 

 All loose rocks and potentially harmful 

foreign material should be removed from the 

bedding area where their horse is tied. Bedding 

is not necessary unless the ground is extremely 

wet. 

 When tying in a tie stall, the horse 

should be tied to the right, which allows the 

rider to enter from the left side. When tying to a 

tree, the rider should be sure that the limb is 

alive and strong, with all sharp stubs removed. 

A quick release knot should be used. The rope 

should be tied high enough, where possible, 

that the horse’s front hooves cannot be gotten 

over the rope. 

 A pail of water should be present in the 

stall at all times and secured in such a way that 

it cannot be knocked over during the night. 

Hay nets, if used, should be tied high enough 

that a pawing horse would not become 

entangled. 

 Grain or pellets should be fed in some 

type of container while hay may be fed on the 

ground. All containers should be secured. 

When judging this category of physical 

stabling, i.e., barn box stall, straight stall, 

portable stall, tied to a trailer, etc., they are not 

to be compared from contestant to contestant 

unless all stabling is equal. Safety and comfort 

of the horse is to be judged, not the physical 

aspect. 

TRAIL HORSE JUDGING 

All judges should select trail horse  

placings jointly. The methods of judging are 

offered as guidelines. The final decisions are  

somewhat subjective and need not be justified. 

Horses should be capable, a pleasure to ride  

and  examine. On JPRs, the following trail  

horse placings are acknowledged: juniors, 1
st
 to  

3rd
 
and seniors, 1

st
 to 3rd. 

 

SUITABILITY                                 Score  60% 

Mounts should be quiet, with a free and  

easy way of going. Mounts should be willing to 

be ridden in the company of other horses. This 

category is judged throughout the ride, at 

examination and on the trail. It does not 

evaluate a change from start to finish, but rather 

assesses such characteristics listed, throughout 

the ride: happiness, eagerness, willingness, 

keenness, partnership with rider, self-

confidence, cooperation at exams (be patient 

with “green” horses) and safety of the animal 

around other horses and riders. Stallions are not 

given special considerations. Only those 

characteristics listed should be considered in 

this category. 

 

CONDITIONING                            Score   25% 

Serviceably sound, physically capable of  

completing the ride. Should probably be shod,  

but is not a requirement. It is unlikely a lame  

horse should place in the trail horse category. 

 

TRAIL SAFETY&OBSTACLES    Score 15%. 

Willing to cross bridges, streams and mud.  

Remains calm in traffic and around unforeseen 

obstacles. The use of man-made obstacles is  

acceptable provided these obstacles are not  

scored more than 15% of the total ride score. 
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